Class Acts:
Year-End Highlights

Smoke Signals
Mr. Adam Puthoff, Superintendent

Happy Summer!

As part of our N
ongoing Student Community
commitment to the success Engagement

priorities outlined
in our strategic
plan, we’re excited
to share a special 1 Fiscal
Summer Responsibility
Newsletter. This
edition highlights
the many
accomplishments,
achievements, and
activities that
marked the conclusion of the 2025-2026 school year.
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Retirement - Mary Jo Delzeith served our district as a bus
driver for 30 years and contributed in many other roles
within our district during that time. Mary Jo made it a
priority to be there for students and ensure they were safe
and loved. She went above and beyond as a bus driver and
we look forward to her continued success in retirement!

New staff members we would like to welcome to our
district for the 2026-2027 School Year:
Elementary School:
Jenny Stammen - Kindergarten Teacher
Anne Bertke - 1st grade Teacher
Brianna Gels - 3rd grade Teacher
Anna Stimpert - 4th grade Teacher
e  Melissa Kremer - Assistant Cook
Middle School:
e Alex Hemmelgarn - 8th & 9th grade Math Teacher
e Olivia Good - Gifted Intervention Specialist
High School:
e Adam Timmerman - Athletic Director,
Transportation Director, Facilities Coordinator
e Haley Felver - Math Teacher
e Rose Kuba - School Counselor
e Kelsey Treon - Spanish Teacher

Congratulations Class of 2026!

St. Henry High School is proud to recognize the outstanding
academic achievements of the Class of 2026 by announcing
this year’s Salutatorian and Valedictorian. The Class of

2026 Salutatorian is Alexis Buschur, daughter of Mark and
Susan Buschur. Alexis plans to attend The Ohio State
University, where she will major in Biology.

We are also honored to announce the Class of 2026
Valedictorian, Morgan Baumer, daughter of Matt and Kim
Baumer. Morgan has distinguished herself through
excellence in both academics and athletics. She will attend
University of Saint Francis, where she will major in Nursing
while continuing her athletic career as a member of the
volleyball and track programs.

Congratulations to Alexis and Morgan on this well-deserved
recognition and their exceptional accomplishments. St.
Henry High School is proud of their hard work, dedication,
and commitment to excellence, and we wish them continued
success in all their future endeavors.

Staff Appreciation Banquet

The 32" Annual Staff Appreciation Banquet was held on
May 22, 2026, in the High School Commons. It was catered
by St. Henry Nite Club. This banquet is provided by the
Board of Education and gives recognition for employees’
years of service. The staff who received awards are listed
below — CONGRATULATIONS:

5 Years: Sharon Dues, Kim Geier, Tera Kremer, Julie
Overman, Kelly Poling

10 Years: Mike Gast, Angie Homan, Justin Wenning

15 Years: Mandy Knapke, Amanda Schoenherr, Sarah
Sheeley

20 Years: Kelly Ebbing

25 Years:  Angie Boeckman, Kelly Muhlenkamp, Cami
Schwartz, Sheryl Wilson

30 Years: Mary Jo Delzeith

Also, a huge thank you and best wishes to our retiree: Mary
Jo Delzeith

Friend of Education Honoree: Dodie
Bruggeman

Dodie Bruggeman volunteers at St. Henry Elementary three
days a week, bringing warmth, positivity, and support to
students and staff alike. She helps with reading, writing,
math, assessments, and even classroom tasks like making
copies and hanging student artwork. Dodie’s caring heart
and cheerful spirit make her a favorite among students, who
often ask, “Do I get to work with Mrs. B today?” Her
dedication has made a lasting impact across multiple grade



levels this year. She is truly a treasured part of our school
family.

LIGHT Award Winners

Every year at the staff appreciation banquet, a teacher from
each respective building receives the LIGHT Award which
is voted on by their peers. LIGHT stands for Leader,
Integrity, Generosity, Honesty, Teacher. This year the
recipients were: Olivia McKibben, elementary; Alex
Stammen, middle school; and Angie Wendel, high school.

The Board of Education would like to thank
EVERYONE for their dedication to the St. Henry
School district.
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2025-2026 Strategic Plan
Annual Update

High School:

St. Henry High School is proud to share the progress we've
made toward our 2025-2026 Strategic Plan building goals.
These initiatives reflect our commitment to Student
Success, Communication & Collaboration, and School
Pride/Community Engagement.

Student Success: Our focus on future career readiness
continues to strengthen & grow. Through ongoing
discussions with local colleges and universities, including
Wright State Lake Campus, Rhodes State, and Edison State
Community College; we've reflected on and looked into our
College Credit Plus offerings. In addition, we looked at our
course offerings this upcoming school year, and we're proud
to introduce Forensic Science and Life Skills courses
alongside the Leadership class added this past year. These
new electives provide students with different pathways to
explore their interests and build essential skills for college
and career readiness success.

Communication & Collaboration: We've prioritized
communication across our district through consistent
meetings and regular email messaging between the
elementary, middle school, and high school buildings.
These efforts are intended to ensure students experience a
smooth transition to high school and that all stakeholders
stay informed about key initiatives and updates taking place.
While this is an area we know we can continue to grow in,
we feel we have set the baseline high on helping all students
to achieve success.

School Pride & Community Engagement: Our students
and staff have demonstrated tremendous school spirit &
pride this year! From pep rallies and athletic send-offs to
welcome home assemblies, we've celebrated our school
community in meaningful ways. Most importantly, we've
made intentional efforts to recognize and honor students
from a variety of sports, clubs, and backgrounds - doing our
best to ensure every SHHS student feels valued and part of
our legacy. As we move forward, we remain committed to
fostering an inclusive, supportive environment where all
students thrive.

Middle School

Throughout the year, SHMS has made meaningful progress
across all areas of our strategic plan. Areas of focus
included the pillars of School Pride & Community Support
and Communication & Collaboration. We are excited to
share an update highlighting the growth and impact within
these key areas.

School Pride & Community Engagement: It has been an
incredible year of building culture with many positive
things happening at St. Henry Schools. Family Time is an
initiative launched several years ago that continues to
provide opportunities for teachers to connect with students
through interest-based activities while strengthening our
positive school environment. Our strategic plan goal
focused on enhancing that initiative by introducing
Tomahawk Time as part of our Family Time structure. This
addition allows us to come together as an entire middle
school to celebrate student success. During Tomahawk
Time, students are recognized for their achievements, a
Student of the Month is selected, and engaging activities
and games help foster connection and school spirit. There is
no question that these efforts have strengthened
relationships and have made a meaningful impact.

Communication & Collaboration: Staying connected with
our families and community has remained a top priority for
the SHMS team. Throughout the year, we have made strong
progress in delivering timely and meaningful updates
through our established Instagram, X, and Facebook
platforms. Our goal has been to provide an engaging look
into SHMS while highlighting the outstanding work of our
students and staff. We are proud of the growth we’ve made
in this area as well.



Elementary School

This year, we have made meaningful strides toward our
strategic goals, with a strong focus on student success,
growth, and community connection.

Student Success — Academic Achievement and Student
Growth and Development

We successfully implemented the UFLI reading program in
our PreK-2 classrooms, with a strong emphasis on
consistency, fidelity, and data-driven instruction. Teachers
were supported through ongoing professional development,
collaborative conversations, and shared resources through
Google Drive, helping ensure high-quality instruction across
classrooms.

In math, we have taken important steps toward alignment by
beginning the adoption of the Envision Math program in
grades 1-2, creating consistency with grades 3—4.
Additional professional development opportunities are
planned for this summer to continue strengthening
implementation.

We strengthened our MTSS process by prioritizing
collaboration and communication. Our MTSS team met
with teachers to review student needs and begin refining
systems for support. As we move forward, we are
committed to continuing this work with an increased focus
on both academic and social-emotional needs of our
students.

Future Career Success — Life Skills & Community
Connections

Our students had valuable opportunities to connect with the
local community through real-world experiences. Across
grade levels, students engaged with a variety of local
organizations and professionals, including visits to the fire
station, police department, St. Henry Bank, town hall, and
village offices. Students also participated in presentations
such as the RealEyes program with Dr. Fishbaugh and a
visit from WHIO’s Nick Dunn. Additional experiences
included trips to the Bake Shoppe and The Gardens for
caroling. These connections help build life skills and deepen
students’ understanding of their community.

Communication & Community Engagement

We have made strong efforts to celebrate and share the great
things happening in our school. Through increased use of
social media and classroom communication platforms,
we’ve highlighted student learning, classroom activities,
and special events. This has helped strengthen transparency
and connection with our families while showcasing the
many positive experiences happening each day.

Overall, we are proud of the progress made in aligning
curriculum, strengthening supports, and building
meaningful connections for our students. We look forward
to continuing this important work in the year(s) ahead.

Elementary News

Final Forms can now be accessed for the 2026-2027 school
year. Parents must review and update your child(ren)’s
information before the start of the school year. Please be
sure you are working in the correct school year.

Supply orders for this upcoming school year can be found
on our website under forms — Elementary— supply list.

If interested in buying your supplies through the PTO
Supply Order — please have orders in by July 1.
http://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/gs/83456

Spring Learning Experiences

Our students enjoyed many fun and meaningful learning
experiences this spring! Preschool students visited the Bake
Shoppe and Wuebker Farm for hands-on activities and fun
learning opportunities. Kindergarten students took a trip to
Mercer Health to learn more about health and wellness.
Second graders explored science and discovery at
Boonshoft Museum, while Third Grade visited MVP Dairy
to learn about agriculture and dairy farming. Fourth Grade
students also enjoyed their annual trip to Camp Willson.

We would also like to thank Cooper’s, Beth Guggenbiller,
Nick Dunn, and the St. Henry Police Department for taking
time to work with our students and teach them about topics
such as recycling, weather safety, and car safety. We are
thankful for the support from our community and the many
experiences that help make learning memorable for our
students!




American Flag - 4th Grade

This year, the 4th graders had the opportunity to take part in
a special program sponsored by the American Legion.
Through this program, they learned about the history of the
American flag, how to properly honor and respect it, and
why showing that respect is so important.

They worked hard, learned a lot, and truly enjoyed the
experience! After completing the program, the students took
a test and wrote an essay to demonstrate what they had
learned. From those results, the American Legion selected
the top four outstanding students to represent our school.
Those students were Corin Kremer, Corbin Brackman,
Abigail Huelsman, and Gabe Schmackers. Corin Kremer's
essay also won at the district level.

Camp Willson — 4th Grade

On May 7" and 8™, eighty-five 4th graders and thirty-eight
chaperones went on their annual field trip to Camp Willson.
Students participated in hands-on learning opportunities in a
series of five classes: Archery, Leaf Paintings, Team
Challenge, Reptile
Adventure, and
Horse Sense. Some
of the highlights
included holding
animals, working
together to solve
problems and
complete challenges,
trying new things,
and having fun with
their peers. Students
also enjoyed family-
style meals and

spending the night in cabins, which both provided
opportunities to learn a few life lessons. The evening
highlights included skits and smores over the campfire.

The students had a blast and made memories that will last a
lifetime!

Community Engagement — 4" Grade

The 4th grade students, as part of our community
engagement goal, met with several town workers to learn
more about the Town of St. Henry’s water process. Students
discovered the many ways water is moved, cleaned, and
reused throughout the community. We also had the
opportunity to learn about some of the equipment that helps
keep our community clean.




Reading — 4th Grade

The 4th graders celebrated the end of the school year with a
pizza party after reaching an impressive goal of each
earning 125 AR points! Students worked hard all year
reading books and taking AR tests to achieve this
accomplishment. We are so proud of their love of reading!

Right to Read

As part of our Right to Read Week activities in March,
Unique Roots partnered with our students to create planters
as a way to show appreciation and support for groups within
our community. After several weeks of growing and
blooming, the beautiful planters were delivered in May to
local organizations and businesses that make a positive
impact on our school and community, including the Town
Library, Fire Department, Police Department, and St. Henry
Local Schools Central Office. We are grateful for all they
do to support our students and families!

From the Middle School

GET REAL Week — “Think it. Do it. Own
it.”

To kick off our Get REAL week, we heard from 2 Dad’s
Podcast speaker, Mitch Long. Students were excited to learn
about his story working with celebrities, but ultimately
choosing to come back to his roots and give back. During
Get REAL Week, middle school students participated in
small-group sessions centered around this year’s theme,
“Think it. Do it. Own it.” Throughout the week, students
had the opportunity to hear from community members who
shared personal stories, life experiences, and valuable
lessons about responsibility, perseverance, and making
positive choices. Students also took part in team-building
activities designed to strengthen communication,
leadership, and collaboration skills. The sessions
encouraged students to reflect on their own goals and
actions while building meaningful connections with peers
and community leaders.

Students and staff joined together for our much-anticipated
annual 5K event on the last day of school, highlighting
school pride, healthy living, and a strong sense of
community. Prior to the start of the race, Vernard Hollins,
former standout Wright State University basketball player
who took his visions to reality by building the 3rd largest
youth gym in the country, spoke to participants about this
year’s theme, “Think it. Do it. Own it.” He inspired
everyone to give their best effort and take ownership of
their goals with 4 pillars: hard work, self-motivation, self-
determination and dedication. Excitement filled the air as
runners and walkers of all ages made their way through the
course, encouraging and supporting one another along the




way. From start to finish, the event showcased positivity,
teamwork, and the spirit of coming together as a school
community.

5th Grade

In May, the 5th grade students held
their annual Amazing Race. The
goal was to complete as many
stations as possible and earn the
most points. Challenges were set
up throughout the middle school
and outside on school grounds.
Eleven colorful teams competed
against one another in a variety of
challenges that ranged from
academic to strategic to pure luck.
In the final challenge, teams

used Play-Doh and popsicle sticks
to create the tallest freestanding
structure. It was a close competition, but the USA team
came out on top this year. Several parents volunteered to
help run the stations, and it was a great day for all.

On May 13, the 5th
graders went on a field trip
to the National Museum of
the United States Air
Force, located at Wright-
Patterson Air Force

Base near Dayton. The
students began their trip by
listening to Renate
Frydman tell the story of
how her husband escaped
the The Holocaust and
German soldiers

during World War II. She
later wrote Anschel's
Story, which describes his
experience as he shared it
with her. The students then visited the Holocaust

exhibit, Prejudice and Memory, which Renate curated and
donated to the museum. Because the students had completed
background research before the trip, they were able to

deepen their understanding and make meaningful
connections to what they saw and learned. After visiting the
exhibit, students and chaperones toured the rest of the
museum, with the presidential planes being a favorite stop.
There is no doubt that the speaker’s message and the
exhibits they experienced will leave a lasting impression on
the 5th grade students.

From the High School

St. Henry High School: Celebrating a
Terrific 2025-26 School Year!

St. Henry Community,

As the 2025-26 school year comes to a close, I'd like to
thank each and every one of you for your continued support
throughout the school year. It was another outstanding year!
Our students excelled in every & all aspect(s) of their
educational journeys, and we're proud to share their
successes with you - from academic to athletics, FFA to the
arts, our students continue to build a bright future rooted in
the values of the St. Henry Community.

In the classroom, our students continued to strive to be the
very best they can be. The Anatomy class took on a "real
life" experience by going to the Cadaver Lab at OSU, while
our AP Calc & Gov students tackled their AP exams to the
best of their ability and students in American History, US
Gov, English 10, Geometry, Algebra I, and Biology took
their End of Course assessments, preparing themselves for
college and careers beyond St. Henry High School's walls.
Congratulations to our seniors who stood by their D.A.R.E.
promise including Brady Dues, who earned a $500
D.A.R.E. Scholarship for his outstanding essay. In addition,
congratulations to Alexis Buschur on being recognized as
the Mercer County Franklin B. Walter Scholarship winner
at the state banquet in Columbus.

Our FFA program also continues to thrive, including a 3rd
place finish in Ag Mechanics & Engineering at the State
FFA Convention. The Band held their annual Sousa Concert
and Banquet, while Mrs. Hemmelgarn and the Choir
performed a terrific Cabaret Cafe. The Science Club
wrapped up the year with Earth Day celebrations and
community service through recycling and roadside
cleanups.

School pride was on full display at our Spring Pep Rally,
Academic Awards Ceremony, Senior Cookout, Enrichment



Day, and multiple banquets where students were recognized
for all of their terrific work. Kylee Albers and Logan
Schmitz were honored at their Med Prep Pinning Ceremony,
while career advising and mock interview preparation
helped our seniors and underclassmen alike transition to life
beyond high school.

In addition, this year was one of the strongest concerning
athletic accomplishments in school history. The Football
Team won the school's 7th State Title while Volleyball
ended up as state runner-up. Our winter athletes also shined,
with the Bowling Team winning the school's first-ever State
Title, and Quinn Lefeld & Ian Schwieterman earning state
recognition in Swim and Dive. Congratulations also goes
out to the Girls Basketball Team on winning St. Henry High
School's first-ever state title in girls’ hoops! As spring sports
wrap up, we wish our Baseball and Track & Field athletes
the very best as they seek more hardware to bring home; a
big congratulations goes out to Coach Gast and the baseball
team on bringing home our school's 11th Baseball MAC
Title!

Congratulations to the Class of 2026; we thank them for
being such an outstanding group to work with throughout
their careers at St. Henry Local Schools! We are going to
miss them in our halls, but with that in mind, we are already
preparing for next school year and can't wait to see what the
future holds for St. Henry High School and our Community!

Go Skins!

Eric Rosenbeck
High School Principal

SHEA Scholarships

Congratulations to Alexis Buschur
and Maria Beyke on being selected
as this year’s recipients of the
SHEA Scholarship! This
scholarship, awarded on behalf of
the teachers of St. Henry,
recognizes students who exemplify
strong character, academic effort,
and a commitment to their
community. We are proud of their
accomplishments and wish them
continued success in all their
future endeavors!

Student Council
Mrs. Donna Rindler and Mrs. Jen Kuess

The SHHS Student Council finished out the school year
with our annual Enrichment Day activities and random prize
drawing for each grade. A big thank you to the students and
staff for helping make the day successful. Students
participated in various activities throughout the afternoon.

An extra special thanks to the PTO for providing Kona Ice
for the event. It was enjoyed by all!

Congratulations to our top 3 teams:

3rd — Team Kramer
2nd — Team Wendel/Wilson
Ist — Team Gast

FFA
Mr. Brad Rindler

Over the past several weeks, our FFA chapter has stayed
busy with many exciting activities and events to wrap up
another successful school year. One of the highlights was
attending the Ohio FFA State Convention, where members
had the opportunity to attend leadership sessions, listen to
motivational speakers, explore career shows, and connect
with students from across the state. Members also enjoyed
spending time together outside of convention, including an
evening trip to Topgolf and playing cards in the hotel lobby.

To close out the school year, the chapter held its May FFA
meeting, which included a cookout, cornhole tournament,
and spikeball tournament. Members also participated in our
annual FFA participation prize raffle. Throughout the year,
students earned raffle tickets by participating in FFA events
and activities. The more involved members were, the more
tickets they earned, giving them a better chance to win
prizes during the raffle drawing.

Our chapter also enjoyed meeting up with the Versailles
FFA chapter for an evening of yard games, dodgeball,
cards, and a cookout. It was a great opportunity for
members from both chapters to build friendships and have
fun together.

As we head into summer, many members will continue
working on their Supervised Agricultural Experiences
(SAEs) through jobs, farming operations, livestock projects,



and agricultural businesses. We are also preparing for the
Mercer County Fair, where our chapter will once again be
working the Pork Stand with the Marion Local FFA chapter.

We are proud of everything our members have
accomplished this year and look forward to another great

summer and school year ahead.
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