School Update

A Publication of St. Henry Consolidated Local School District
Vol. Xl No.3 December 2025/January 2026

Smoke Signals
Mr. Adam Puthoff, Superintendent

Merry Christmas
and Happy New
Year!

As we look forward to cel-
ebrating Christmas and
ringing in the new year, |
want to extend my warmest
wishes to you and your
family for a joyful, relax-
ing, and safe holiday sea-
son!

School Sports Shutdown

After years of discussion and collaboration with our coaches
and community, we are moving forward with the district’s
first School Sports Shutdown Week. This scheduled break
will take place Monday, July 6 through Sunday, July 12,
2026.

During this week, all school-related athletic activities will
pause, including practices, open gyms, team meetings, and
any use of school athletic facilities. Our gyms and fields will
also be closed to allow our maintenance and custodial teams
the time they need to complete important summer work.

Thank you for your support as we provide a well-deserved
break for students, coaches, and families. Go Skins!

Senior Citizens’ Breakfast

The annual senior citizens’ breakfast will be held on
Wednesday, December 10, beginning at 8:30 a.m. Anyone
who resides in the district and is over 55 years old may at-
tend. Please RSVP to the Central Office at 419-678-4834,
extension 2101 no later than December 8.

Christmas Break

Students will be dismissed at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, De-
cember 23, 2025 for Christmas Break. Classes will resume
on Monday, January 5, 2026.
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Inclement Weather
As we enter the winter season, there will be times when
school will need to be delayed or canceled. Delays and/or
cancellations will be posted in several ways:

1. One Call Now - see the school website to sign up

for this alert (text #SKINS to 22300)

2. Social Media — Facebook, Instagram, X (St. Henry
Schools)

3. WCSM Radio - 96.7

4. Other channels may include: Channel 35 (WLIO),
Channel 2 (WDTN), and Channel 7 (WHIO).

Financial Update: Understanding Recent

Property Tax Proposals
Mrs. Jenn Bruns, Treasurer

Ohio lawmakers are considering several major property tax
bills that could impact how schools are funded across the
state. The House and Senate voted earlier this fall to override
Gov. DeWine’s budget veto that would eliminate Emergency
Levies. Due to this override, St. Henry Schools will not be
able to renew the $1,010,000 fixed sum levy that was ap-
proved by voters in March 2024 at the end of Tax Year 2029.
Four new property tax bills recently passed in the House
would remove collection of that levy before expiration, as
early as Tax Year 2026. The legislation would also reduce St.
Henry’s total property tax collections from other permanent
millage. These bills are currently awaiting a vote in the Sen-
ate. If passed, the impact will be realized next year.

While these proposals aim to provide property tax relief, they
would also reduce the ability of public schools to raise and
maintain stable funding for essential services. In most Ohio
communities, the local school district is one of the largest
employers and the heart of the community. St. Henry Local
Schools is no different.

Over time, Ohio has shifted a larger share of school funding
from the state level to local property taxes. St. Henry Schools
has already experienced a decrease in the state share of edu-
cation funding from 51.78% in Fiscal Year 2024 to 41.43%
in Fiscal Year 2026. This has resulted in a total decrease in
state funding per pupil from $4,458.08 in FY2024 to
$3,549.91 in FY2026.

As a result, communities like ours carry a greater burden to
fund public education, safety services, and infrastructure. The
proposed bills could deepen this imbalance by limiting local
revenue growth and eliminating levy options that schools rely
on to maintain quality programs and staffing.

Real property tax relief should come through increased state
support for education and targeted relief for those most in
need—not by reducing resources for students and local


http://sthenryschools.org/

communities. These property tax proposals threaten school
funding and community stability. Schools bring people to-
gether across generations. They are where families connect,
where students grow, and where our shared future takes
shape.

From the Board of Education
Mr. Andy Fullenkamp

What an exciting start to the school year! Early in the first
nine weeks, the Ohio state report cards were released, and we
learned that our district improved in nearly all measured
components. Congratulations to our students, staff, and ad-
ministration on this outstanding achievement. While we re-
main committed to continued growth, this report shows that
meaningful progress is being made—especially considering
that some components are measured over multiple years and
require steady improvement to reflect higher scores. As every
parent knows, report cards are only one measure of perfor-
mance and do not capture the full picture of student achieve-
ment.

This fall, our sports teams also excelled at a very high level.
Congratulations to the golf, cross country, volleyball, and
football teams for great seasons and deep tournament runs.
At the time of this writing, the Boys Varsity Cross Country
team and the Girls Varsity Volleyball team have both com-
peted in their respective State Tournaments, finishing 9th and
as State Runner-Up. The football team is still in action, vying
for another state championship. It’s an exciting time to be a
Redskin! Congratulations to all, and best of luck to our win-
ter athletes as they begin their seasons.

Beyond these publicly celebrated accomplishments, many
student groups and classes across K—12 have been actively
setting goals and achieving impressive results throughout the
start of the year. There are far too many to include here, but
you can read about several in this newsletter. | also encour-
age you to follow St. Henry Schools on social media (Face-
book, X, or Instagram) to see more of the great things hap-
pening throughout the district. I’ve been very impressed with
the content shared on these platforms and truly inspired by
the student achievements highlighted each week.

Recently, | had the chance to hear directly from two out-
standing student groups. At our November school board
meeting, members of the FFA chapter presented on their re-
cent trip to the National Convention in Indianapolis. Their
enthusiasm made it clear how much they enjoyed and learned
from the experience. A couple of weeks earlier, | had the
pleasure of helping judge the annual 8th-grade Wreath
Speech Contest for students preparing to travel to Washing-
ton, D.C., in the spring. Each student wrote and delivered a
speech about a great American who inspired them, compet-
ing for the honor of presenting the wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery. The
speeches were thoughtful, well-written, and impressively
presented. Four students—after a very difficult selection pro-
cess—were chosen to represent their class this spring. Con-
gratulations to all!

Finally, I want to extend my warmest wishes for a wonderful
holiday season. The holidays are a time to give thanks, share
with those in need, and enjoy the company of loved ones. For
students, it’s also a chance to unwind from the rigors of the
classroom and create lasting memories with family and
friends. By January 5th, we look forward to welcoming eve-
ryone back—rested, recharged, and ready to keep being
great!

GO SKINS!!!

Elementary Information

Elementary Happenings
Mrs. Courtney Imwalle

Word of the Month:

During November and December, our focus words are Kind-
ness and sympathetic. Next month, our Redskin Way groups
will bring these values to life by creating placemats and col-
oring signs to share with local businesses. Looking ahead to
January, we will shift our focus to self-confidence, which
aligns perfectly with New Year’s goals and fresh starts.
We're excited to continue building strong character skills
with our students as we begin 2026!

Christmas Parent Night for Kindergarteners:

On December 16th, parents are welcome to come visit their
child’s classroom from 6:00-7:30 p.m. During this time par-
ents and their child can work through different Christmas
activities. This year, students will also be putting on a mini
performance. At 6:30, Mrs. Alexander, Miss. Rinderle and
Mrs. Lange’s class will be performing. At 7:00, Mrs. Poling
and Mrs. Huelsman’s class will be performing. The perfor-
mance will be in the cafeteria. To limit the number of people,
please bring only your Kindergartener.

Student Achievement

We’re thrilled to continue celebrating our students’ achieve-
ments through our Look at You awards and Student of the
Month recognitions! Students receive a 3D keychain and/or a
color changing Redskin Way cup as a special acknowledge-
ment of their hard work. Keep up the great work, students!



Parent-Teacher Conferences

Thank you to all of our parents for the wonderful turnout at
Parent-Teacher Conferences. These conversations are essen-
tial in strengthening the partnership between home and
school and ensuring each child is supported socially, emo-
tionally, and academically. We truly appreciate your time and
support!

Testing Dates:
Aimsweb (K-4th grade):
January 12-16, 2026

3rd grade Ohio State Test:
ELA: April 15 & 17, 2026
Math: April 28 & 29, 2026

4th grade Ohio State Test:
ELA: April 14 & 16, 2026
Math: April 23 & 24, 2026

Middle School News

Attention 6th grade parents:

Middle School students, beginning at 11 years of age, and
before entering 7th grade are required to have Tdap and Me-
ningococcal vaccines. Vaccines are available at the Mercer
County Health District, physician's offices, and local phar-
macies. Please turn a copy of the updated record into the
Middle School office. Please contact the office for an ex-
empt form if your child will not be receiving the vaccina-
tions. Please reach out to Jill Westgerdes at 419-678-4834 x.
2301 with any questions.

Honoring Veterans in the Middle School
Mrs. Monica Wehrley

St. Henry Middle School held its annual Veterans Day As-
sembly on Tuesday, November 11, to honor the men and
women who have served in the United States Armed Forces.
In preparation for the ceremony, eighth graders wrote hand-
written letters inviting veterans to attend and expressing their
gratitude for their service.

The assembly was led by eighth-grade Masters of Ceremony
Macy Kunk, Louis Schwieterman, and Evan Nieport. The
program included student speeches, musical tributes from the
St. Henry Middle School Band, and a special interactive
message of appreciation led by Ross Lefeld, joined by stu-
dents from both the middle school and elementary school.

A notable moment of the program was the recitation of “In
Flanders Fields” by eighth grader Isaac Lammers, followed
by a solemn performance of Taps by eight-grader Luke
Hartings, accompanied by middle school teacher Mrs. Mar-
yann Heitkamp. This quiet tribute honored the memory of
those who made the ultimate sacrifice.

St. Henry Middle School is proud of the maturity and grati-
tude displayed by its students and extends heartfelt thanks to
every veteran in our community.

Veterans and students gathered during this year’s Veterans
Day Assembly.

Wreath Speech Contest

A highlight of the ceremony each year is the Wreath Speech
Contest. This year’s eighth graders wrote speeches on the
theme “A Great American,” choosing someone Whose legacy
continues to influence our nation. After classroom speeches,
fifteen finalists competed in a formal contest, and four stu-
dents were selected to present their speeches at the Veterans
Day program and to represent St. Henry in March when they
lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Wash-
ington, D.C.

This year’s Wreath Speech winners were:

Hannah Broering — “Silent Sacrifices”

Halle Stammen — “The Torch of Justice”
Braxton Huwer — “Because of One Man”

Chloe Buening — “Everyone Deserves Equality”




Elementary Outreach

In addition, eighth graders visited preschool through fourth
grade classrooms to teach Veterans Day lessons. Students led
read-alouds, activities, and discussions to help younger
learners understand who veterans are, what they do, and why
we honor them. This cross-grade tradition teaches apprecia-
tion, leadership, and gratitude.

St. Henry eighth graders teaching Veterans Day lessons in
the elementary school
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High School News

An Outstanding Start: St. Henry High

School's First Quarter
Mr. Eric Rosenbeck

It is with great pride and gratitude that | share an update on
the outstanding achievements of our students & staff during
the first few months of the 2025-2026 school year. St. Henry
High School (SHHS) has enjoyed a truly dynamic start,
marked by terrific academic accomplishments, vibrant school
spirit, and strong community engagement.

Student Success: Achievement and Future

Readiness

Our students continue to set a high bar for excellence. A ma-
jor highlight is the 5-Star rating on the Ohio Report Card for
College, Career, Workforce, and Military Readiness
(CCWMR). This top-tier designation from the Ohio Depart-
ment of Education (ODE) measures how well our graduates
are prepared for post-secondary pathways. A huge shout-
out/thank you goes to Mrs. Overman, whose daily dedication
to students - through ACT work, Scheduling, Honors Diplo-
ma Preparation, College Credit Plus (CC+) Work, and so
much more - was instrumental in this achievement. The aca-
demic talent of the Class of 2026 produced outstanding Fall
ACT scores, including two students who achieved a remark-
able 35 out of 36. Furthermore, we are proud of Morgan
Baumer on being named a Senior Scholar Athlete of the
Week through Hometown Stations in Lima.

Beyond the classroom, our students have explored and grown
in preparation for life after high school:

e Tri Star students attended the Fall Job Fair on Sep-
tember 26th.

¢ 30 sophomores participated in the Mercer Health
Medical Explorers Field Trip to Coldwater Hos-
pital.

¢ 18 students toured the Honda Engine Plant, connect-
ing learning to the workforce.

e Our FFA Chapter has been highly active, from host-
ing the annual Tailgate Party to participating in
District/County Soils competitions and sending
members to the National FFA Convention.

School Pride: Spirit and Belonging

Our Redskin pride continues to shine bright, supported by
both athletic and non-athletic successes. Athletically, we cel-
ebrated some of the following achievements:

e The Girls Golf Team earned a MAC and Sectional
Title.

e The Boys Golf Team finished MAC play strong and
Hudson Schmitz was able to qualify for Regionals.

e The Boys Cross Country Team finished their season
running their best, placing an incredible 9th in the
State.

e The Girls Cross Country Team qualified for Re-
gionals.



e The Volleyball finished their campaign as State
Runners-Up.

e Foothall had an outstanding 9-1 Regular Season,
and currently earned a spot in the State Final 4 of
the OHSAA Division VII playoffs.

School spirit activities have been key to creating a sense of
belonging. Mr. Mestemaker organized a very successful
Cornhole Tournament during lunch that saw 18 teams com-
pete, and students/staff rallied for uplifting Pep Rallies and
Send-Offs for our tournament teams. Our Hope Squad and
S.A.D.D. Club have promoted student well-being, focusing
on intentional kindness and mental health awareness with
activities like the Rock, Paper, Scissors Challenge and

a World Mental Health Day video. The National Honor Soci-
ety (NHS) inducted eight new junior and eight new senior
members on October 24th, recognizing our most accom-
plished leaders. In addition, the NHS took part in a Canned
Good Drive on Halloween, showcasing their spirit for giving
back.

Community Engagement and Collaboration
Thank you to the many parents, students, and community
members with whom I’ve met, had phone calls, and ex-
changed emails. In addition, thank you so much for all of
your support at events that our students participate & take
part in at SHHS! The first quarter has been a wonderful
demonstration of what we can achieve together. As we look
ahead, we wish all SHHS students good luck in all their en-
deavors - Academically, Athletically, Socially, Emotionally,
and otherwise. We look forward to the 2nd 9 Weeks & Be-
yond!!!

Go Skins!

Guidance News
Mrs. Julie Overman

It is a busy time of year with a lot going on at SHHS and the
same goes for the Redskin Counseling Corner. Please mark
your calendars for the upcoming events that will take place
for various grade levels.

December

December 4th — Tri Star Career Compact Field
Trip (Sophomores)

e Sophomore students will explore two career tech
pathways of their choice.

Tri Star Applications

e Now online! Students and parents are encouraged to
complete the application together.
Additional instructions will be provided after the
field trip.

December 8th — Tri Star Open House

e 5:30-7:30 PM for students and parents interested in
learning more about Tri Star

January
Course Requests — Grades 9-11

e  Meetings will be held throughout January to share
course request information for next school year.
The Course Description Book is available under the
Guidance tab at Redskin Counseling Corner.

January 21st — 8th Grade Freshman Scheduling
& Orientation

e 6:30 PM in the High School Commons.
e Students and at least one parent/guardian should at-
tend. If unable to attend, contact Mrs. Overman.

Eebruary

February 2nd- College Credit Plus (CCP)
Meeting

e 7 PMin the High School Commons. It is mandatory
for any student interested in CCP courses for next
year. At least one parent/guardian must attend. If
you are unable to make it, please contact Mrs.
Overman

e Letter of Intent must be signed and returned by
April 1 to be eligible to participate in CCP.

e More info: Redskin Counseling Corner — School
— College Credit Plus

March

March 4th — In Demand Learning Lab for Jun-
iors at Wright State Lake Campus

March 10th — ACT Test for Juniors

e  Students will create ACT accounts at school. Within
their accounts, they have access to practice ques-
tions and a practice test.

Scores can be sent free to four institutions—highly recom-
mended to avoid later fees. This will be done at the time of
registration.

Wishing Everyone a Safe
and Happy Holiday Season!

i May the Holiday
season fill your
home with joy,

your heart with
love, and your life "
~withlaughter. =




Academic Teams wrap up season —
Varsity MAC Scholastic Bowl CHAMPIONS

Picture: (L-R) Mara Bruggeman, Brady Dues, (Coach) Tom
Marchal, Daniel Fullenkamp, Vince Lochtefeld, Hector
Pineda, Evan Heitkamp, Ben Wendel

The Varsity Academic Team finished another successful sea-
son on November 17 at the MAC Scholastic Bow! held at the
Mercer County ESC. After finishing 3rd in the regular sea-
son, the team placed 1st in the MAC Scholastic Bowl after a
tie-breaking round with Marion Local. The team earned a
$300 check and traveling trophy from Bowl sponsor Mercer
Savings Bank. Congratulations on a great season and thanks
to Mercer Savings Bank for their support!

The Junior Varsity Academic Team finished 4th for the regu-
lar season. The JV Scholastic Bowl was cancelled due to
weather this year. Congratulations on a successful season!

FFA
Mr. Brad Rindler

The FFA chapter has been busy this semester with a full
schedule of fundraising events, skill-building competitions,
and unforgettable travel experiences. Students have taken on
new challenges, strengthened their leadership abilities, and
proudly represented our school at local, state, and national
levels.

The St. Henry FFA recently concluded their fall fruit sale.
Thank you to everyone who bought something in support of
our FFA program. Fruit will be available for pickup/delivery
around the first week of December. In addition, a big thank
you goes out to everyone who supported our first annual mat-
tress sale. This event was a huge hit and we can’t wait to do
it again next year. These fundraisers help cover travel costs,
competition fees, and supplies - allowing more members to
participate in FFA opportunities. Thank you for supporting
our FFA chapter!

FFA members have also been busy preparing and competing
in multiple Career Development Events (CDEs). In October,
five students competed in the District Job Interview contest,
where students practiced essential career skills such as résu-
mé writing, interviewing, and professional communication.

Members who participated include Rachel Hartings, Grace
Merrill, Vincent Lochtefeld, Jayna Kaiser, and Trevor Rin-
dler. In addition, five students recently competed in the Ani-
mal Management contest, where they had the chance to
demonstrate their knowledge of small animal care, nutrition,
and handling. Team members included Ilyssa Sutter, Lillian
Rockwell, Jayna Kaiser, Julia Broering, and Wyatt Rosen-
beck. The team placed 10th in the state contest. Finally, four
students recently placed 2nd and advanced to the state finals
in the Agricultural Technology & Mechanical Systems con-
test, which will take place in December at Ohio State ATI.
Team members who will be competing include Abram Wen-
del, Gavin Hess, Ethan Brunswick, and Carson Schmackers.
These competitions not only build confidence but also pre-
pare students for future careers in agriculture and related
fields.

Another highlight of the year was the trip to the 98th Nation-
al FFA Convention & Expo, where students joined tens of
thousands of members from across the country. Along the
way, students had the opportunity to tour several ag busi-
nesses, including Consolidated Grain & Barge, Ross &
Squibb Distillery, and Fischers Food Grade Seed & Farms.
At convention, FFA members had the opportunity to hear
from motivational speakers who encouraged leadership, resil-
ience, and personal growth. Students also spent time in the
Expo Center, connecting with representatives from hundreds
of agricultural colleges, organizations, and businesses. In
addition, six former St. Henry FFA members (Jacob Bruns-
wick, Logan Dehan, Hayden Harrod, Payge Rosenbeck, Mat-
thew Weitzel, Haden Woods) had the opportunity to put on
their Blue & Gold corduroy jacket and walk across stage to
receive their American FFA Degree, the highest degree an
FFA member can achieve. This experience helped members
explore post-secondary options and discover exciting career
paths within the agricultural industry.

The FFA chapter continues to grow in skill, spirit, and ser-
vice. With more events and competitions on the horizon, we
look forward to seeing what our dedicated members will ac-
complish next!




Parents, please remind your children to be especially careful

Christmas Break — Early Dismissal | while waiting on the bus when weather conditions are poor.
Remind them that it is more important than ever to be at the
bus stop 5 minutes early and to stand in their Designated
Place of Safety. Students need to stay there until the driver
motions them to board the bus. They should board the bus
and sit down immediately to ensure the bus is stopped on the
roadway for a minimum amount of time.

We will be dismissing school early on Tues-
day, December 23, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. for
Christmas break. There will be NO SCHOOL
December 24 — January 4 for the Christmas
Holiday. School will resume on Monday,
January 5, 2026.

Lunch Account Balances "PEOPLE WILL FORGET
e GO to our school’s website at
http://sthenryschools.org PEOPLE w 'LL FORGET
+ Click on Lunch Account Balance WHAT YOU DID,

CHECK LUNCH BALANCE ON-LINE WHAT Y0U SAID,
e Click on the “Lunch Information” link
e Enter Student PIN# and Last Name

BUT PEOPLE WILL

Please monitor your child's lunch account bal-
ance on a regular basis. Low balance letters are

sent out weekly for accounts with a balance un- NEVE R FOR(’ Er How
der $5.00. Students with a negative balance over

$20.00 will not be able to purchase any extra items YOU TY!ADE THEm FEEL”

in the cafeteria. Lunch account balances and

transaction history are available for review — MAVA ANGELOU

at www.payschoolscentral.com.

Payments to lunch accounts can be made via check to St.
Henry Schools or online through the PaySchoolsCentral
website.

REMINDER: write separate checks for stu-
dents in grades K-4 and 5-12.

Military Student Identifier

News from the bus stop
Ms. Lori Schwieterman

Fog! Snow! Winter weather Flashin
\Y)
)

ahead! It is that time of year again.
Winter weather is here. Bus driv-
ers do everything in their power to
keep the kids safe on and around
the school bus, no matter the con-
ditions. As motorists, please help
the bus drivers! As the weather &

turns bad, please allow extra dis-

tance between your vehicle and A

school buses so you have plenty of SfoP head!

time to stop.

Districts are required to identify students whose parents or
legal guardians have been active members of the Armed
Forces or National Guard at any time throughout the current
g Red school year. Please contact Sherri Ranly at
v, ranly.sherri@sthenryschools.org or at 419-678- 4834 ext.
2101 if this applies to your family.
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